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1. Claims 1-16 are pending. Claims 1, 7, and 12 are 

2. This application is in condition for allowance except for the following formal 
matters: 

In the drawings : 

In Fig. 4, step 104, "IMGE' should read-IMAGE -. 
In the claims : 

In claim 1 ."areas divided a specific region thereintd' should be changed to-areas 
into which a specific region is divided -. 

In claim 6, line 3, Is" should be changed to-are -. 

In claim 8, "the image sensing unit' should read-the image sensing element -. 

In claim 11, line 3, 'by moving the optical system and the optical system relative 
to the document tabid' should read-by moving the optical system and the image sensing 
element relative to the document table -. See page 7, lines 18-22 of the specification. 

In claim 12, lines 4-5, 'by pasting the plurality of partial image each other onto a 
sheet' should read-by pasting the plurality of partial images to each other onto a sheet -- 

In claim 12, line 8, "onto which the image to be outputted' should read-onto which 
the image is to be outputted -. 

In claim 14, line 2, 'Images is" should read-images are --. 
In claim 14, line 3, Image" should read-images. 
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In claim 15, line 2, "a operation panel 1 should read-an operation panel 

Still in claim 15, line 2, 'Specify should read-specifies -. 

Further in claim 15, line 3, "sequence should read-sequence, --. 

In this Office Action, the above claims 1, 6, 8, 11, 12, 14, and 15 are objected to, 
and claims 2-5, 13 and 16 are objected to as being dependent upon the objected claim 
1 or 12. 

Prosecution on the merits is closed in accordance with the practice under Ex 
parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this action is set to expire TWO 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this letter. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Independent claim 1 requires that the processor variously set a reading 
sequence for reading of a plurality of the partial areas of the specific region, and the 
controller controls the image sensing unit to read the partial areas in the set reading 
sequence. The closest prior art Cheatle (U.S. Patent No. 6,771 ,396) does not teach the 
combination of features. Cheatle discloses moving the actuator 925) and thus the 
camera (2) to read the partial areas (tiles) of the document (10) in a predetermined 
pattern (col. 6, lines 35-40). However, the patter is not variously set. 
Claims 2-6 depend on claim 1 . 
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Independent claim 7 requires a controller for variously controlling the 
predetermined sequence in which the optical images of the plurality of sections of the 
specific region are directed. This feature of variously controlling the predetermined 
sequence by the controller, in combination with other limitations of claim 7, is not taught 
by the closest prior art Cheatle (6,771 ,396) discussed above. 

Claims 8-1 1 depend on claim 7. 

Independent claim 12 require that the input device input the plurality of partial 
images of the document in a predetermined sequence, the predetermined sequence 
being dependent on the orientation of the sheet onto which the images are outputted. 
This feature in combination with other limitations of claim 12 is not taught by the prior art 
of record, including Cheatle (6,771 ,396) discussed above. 

Claims 13-16 depend on claim 12. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cheukfan Lee whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7407. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Cheukfan Lee 1 
December 28, 2005 




